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Mr. Robert L. Morgan, P.8., Statc Enginccr
Utah Division of Watu Rigbts
1636 West North Teople, Suitc 220
Sblt Latc City, Utah 84116-3156

Refcrencc: COMPLAINT ON UP&L'S POWER
CANAL ON THE SANTA CLARA RIVER
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Dear Mr. Morgan:

This lctter is Utah Power & Light Compaay's rcsponsc to thc lettcr dated Scptcmbcr 7, 1990, from
Mr. Rick T. Roseabcrg regarding failurc of thc Santa Clara Powcr Canal abovc Uppcr Sand Cove Reservoir.

On August 6, plant cmployces iadicatcd that thc schcdulcd pipcliac rcpair work below Uppcr Sand
Cove Rcscrvoir was rcvicwed with thc rivcr commissioncr; aad it was agrecd at that timc to storc all canal
flow in Uppcr Sand Covs Rescrvoir whilc thc pipclinc rcpairs wcrc madc.

UP&L bccamc awarc of thc canal lcat on the morning of August 21. Conpany employees werc at
thc sitc at approximately 9:30 a.m. to repair thc leak. Thcy wcro unablc to repair the lcak with a bac&hoa
bccause thc area adjacent to thc canal was extrenely muddy, so thc lcah was repaircd with sand bags by
11:30 a.m. On August 23,VP&L employces wcrs ablc to usc thc backhoc to makc a permancnt repair of tG
canal.

At the timc thc leak upstrcam from thc reservoir wac cncourtcrcd and rcpaired, water from Uppcr
Sand Covc Reservoir was being released to fill thc pipclitc to Sand Covc Plant-. Thus, aay lowcri"g-of
Uppcr Saad Covc Rescrvoir at that time was duc to filling thc pipcliac, not due to thc canal ieat. prior to
lhc 9a1al brcak, Uppcr Sand Covc was full but was not spilling No watcr was being relcascd fron Lowcr
Sand Covc Rcscrvoir, bccausc no water was flowing in.

It was unfortunate that this situation occurredl howcycr, caral failures arc not uacommon in aay ca'al
system. In thc futurc, UP&L will try to minimizc thie typc of problcm by schcduligg morc maintenance wort
during thc non-irrigation season. Work plans affccting thc flows ia thc caaal will bc reviewed with thc rivcr
commissioncr. Thc canal will bc inspcctcd closcly during thocc unusuat circumstanccs whcn flows arc not
corsr''trt along thc canal duc to thc maintcnancc. Gencrally, thc rcscrvoirs arc maintaincd at a fairly constant
clcvatioa duriug normal opcration. Thc coaccrns of dowastrean irrigators will bc takcn into account when
thc work is schedulcd.

If you have furthcr concerns, plcasc do not hcsitatc to call us.
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